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Dear American and Russian Colleagues and Friends: 
 
I send my greetings on the occasion of this important event in the relationship between 
our two countries – the opening of the first Russian-American Business Energy forum.  
 
Establishing an effective and mutually beneficial cooperation of Russia and the United 
States in the energy sector has a special significance. The new energy dialog that has 
been started by President Vladimir Putin and President George Bush last May in Moscow 
is called upon not only to bring our economic cooperation to an essentially new level, but 
also to strengthen the strategic nature of the Russian-American partnership. I am 
convinced that the close bilateral cooperation in the energy sector will promote stability 
and predictability of the global market of energy carriers as well as assist in establishing a 
balance between the interests of the producers and consumers of energy resources. I 
believe that our interaction in implementation of the joint energy investment projects, 
including those in other countries, is a very promising one. 
 
I expect that the Houston forum, which brings together managers of the leading Russian 
and American companies of the fuel and energy sector as well as representatives of the 
executive and legislative powers of both countries, will foster broadening of the 
investment cooperation, in reaching large-scale business agreements, and in creating a 
climate of trust and mutual understanding based on these fundamentally new lines of our 
strategic interaction. 
 
I wish your very representative forum every success and hope that it will be very 
productive. I am sure that this will be an important contribution to the development and 
strengthening of economic ties between Russia and the USA. 
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